Chronotherapy of malaria: improved efficacy of timed chloroquine treatment of patients with Plasmodium falciparum infections.
The effect of routine treatment with chloroquine (10 mg/kg on days 1 and 2 and 5 mg/kg on day 3) on parasitaemia and parasitaemic profile of patients infected with Plasmodium falciparum was studied. As with P. vinckei petteri, the mid-term trophozoites of P. falciparum were the most susceptible stages to chloroquine treatment. It is suggested that, in order to diminish the frequency of drug administration and to lower the risks of chemoresistance developing, treatment should be diversified, using the drug which is most effective on the parasite stages present in the peripheral blood.